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For the Information of State and Municipal ;iealth 
Officers3 State Ccnscrvation Commissioners, Fish and Game 
Commissions, and for the Information of the General Public. 

The reindeer industry of ,412sk.a was initiated by the Federal Government, 
in 1591 and d2ring the decade 1892/190;3, 1,280 reindeer were imported from 
Siberia. The herds no’~ nu?&er more than 5S0,COO animals. Congress now ap- 
propriates money ,~c’n year for the development of the industry, and this money 
is exi)ended under the direction of the Bureau of Educatfon, Department of the 
Interior, and the E~ea;sl of 2iologice.l Survey, Departsent of Agriculture. 

Alaska now maintains large hezds of reindeer, and reindeer .?leat and by- 
products are bein:; shipped into the United States euch year by the Bureau of 
Educat ion and @-.-at a owners . 

Reindeer are not included in the Federal lIeat Inspection Act, but rein- 
d+?er meat may be received irito the United States an3 be shipped interstate, 
and w?en marked for idontificatiorA may be leceived ad handled as such in 
federally inspect ad plants . It -may also be used in t,he preparation of D’. S. 
inspected aild. passed meat and meat. food products when such articles are ap- 
propriately Keeled. 

The Government has maintained experimental stations in Alaska and keeps 
in touch with the main herds of reindeer. 110 cymtagious disease has ever been 
encountered and no reason has .ap:~~. D-red wF;y the we or We of reindeer meat 
should require Federal, State, or municipal health inspection for the de- 
tection of disease. However, State or municipal inspection may be appropriate 
to determine whether the reindeer meat may have 5ecoa:e spoiled due to im- 
proper storage or handling. The reindeer :las for mny centuries been a domes- 
ticated animal +nd not subject to game lav:s. 
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